
Preparing for the First TruthSeekers Meeting 
 
Importance of Preparing for the First Meeting 
 
It is important to make a good impression on students and their parents during the first meeting as well as 
throughout the year. Leaders should be well trained and equipped to perform their responsibilities with confidence 
and joy. All the necessary resources should be prepared in advance. The rooms should be ready and welcoming. 
Surround all these activities in prayer committing the entire ministry to the Lord. May He do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that you ask or think!  
 
 
When Students Arrive 
 
Leaders should be ready to focus directly on the students once they arrive. Some leaders should greet and welcome 
the students (and parents) as they arrive. Additional leaders can help each student (or parent) complete the 
TruthSeekers Student (clubber) Information Card. A warm, loving atmosphere will help make students feel welcome 
in your TruthSeekers ministry.  
 
Many ministries have a check-in procedure for parents to sign their students in as part of their child protection policy. 
If your ministry is large, you may need a system which assures that students (especially younger students) are 
returned to the correct parent or guardian. For example, you should not release a younger student to an older sibling 
unless the parents have given written permission. Parents should inform you who is authorized to get their child after 
the meeting is done. This can be added to the information card. 
 
 
Game/Activity Time 
 
Remember the goal is to have a fun and exciting time. You can accomplish this by keeping in mind the F.A.C.E. of 
this time: fun, age appropriate, creative, and exciting. Faces all look different yet they have the same basic 
components. So it is with this time.  
 
See your training notes for creative ideas on making your own game equipment from inexpensive materials. Also for 
game and activity ideas that can be played in small areas and with small numbers of students. Contact your local 
Awana Missionary for help and insight into great ideas to make this time fun and exciting. 
 
 
Large Group Time 
 
For Large Group Time, you need a room or outdoor space large enough to seat all the students and leaders, with 
sufficient space for the teacher at the front. If you have to use the same room for Game, Large Group, and Small 
Group Time, ask the students to help you with tear down and set up during the transition times between segments. 
They love to help and we want to train them to serve. 
 
During the first Large Group Time, the director should give an overview of the TruthSeekers program. Explain to 
students what goes on during each meeting segment. Try to motivate students to return for each meeting. For 
example: 

• Give an enthusiastic preview of following meetings so they can’t wait to return. 
• Communicate with the home through written or electronic means about TruthSeekers as well as the other 

ministry opportunities available to them. 
 
Do not expect your first meeting to be perfect. However, if leaders are well trained, prepared, and have spent time in 
prayer before the first meeting, you can be confident of starting well. 
 
 
Small Group Time 
 
If available, smaller rooms are better for Small Group Time. This will allow the students to be more focused and less 
distracted. If you must have several smaller groups meeting at the same time in the same room, decide how to set up 
the groups to maximize attention while avoiding distractions. For example, use the corners of a room for the groups, 
being sure to have the leaders’ backs to the wall with the students seated in a semi-circle facing the leader and the 
wall.  


